ORCA K-8 PTA Legislative Committee Update

INITIATIVE 1033

Tim Eyman’s latest initiative will be on the ballot in November. The PTA, the League of Education Voters, Community and Parents for Public Schools, Stand for Children, and pretty much every other education advocacy group in the state have come out strongly against Initiative 1033. The initiative freezes state, county, and city spending at current (recession) levels, only allowing increases tied to inflation and population growth. If it passes, Initiative 1033 would significantly impede our state’s ability to recover from the $1.5 billion cut to education funding this year, and hobble any efforts to increase education spending as our economy recovers. 

Additional Information about I-1033

We encourage you to find out more about I-1033. Info is available at campaign web sites, from the Secretary of State, and the state’s Office of Financial Management, which includes an assessment of the initiative’s fiscal consequences for the state. 

Secretary of State’s Website:

www.secstate.wa.gov/elections/initiatives/people.aspx
Office of Financial Management: 

www.ofm.wa.gov/initiatives/i-1033_fiscal_impact.pdf
Yes campaign: www.permanent-offense.org/
No campaign: www.no1033.com/

STATE EDUCATION FUNDING: IMPLEMENTING AND FUNDING HB2261

A quick recap on this issue: Washington’s constitution makes it the state’s paramount duty to provide ample funding for the education of all children, yet our state is 45th in the nation in per-student funding, and it shows.  Many, many people have been working for many, many years to address this problem, with varying but mostly unsatisfying results. Last year the Basic Education Finance Task Force was charged with rewriting the state’s definition of Basic Education (which the state is legally obligated to pay for), figuring out how much it would cost to fund the new definition, and coming up with a proposal to find the money.

House Bill 2261, which passed this spring, grew out of the recommendations of the BEF Task Force. The bill expanded the definition of Basic Education by upping instructional hours and graduation requirements, and proposed a new education finance system that would be more transparent, equitable, flexible, and accountable. The Task Force estimated that these changes would require a 50% increase in education spending, but did not identify a source of revenue to cover this. The League of Education Voters and the PTA supported HB2261, but the teachers unions, worried about unspecified changes to compensation & evaluation, opposed it. The bill passed, and now a new Quality Education Council has been formed to oversee its implementation. We are hopeful that the teachers’ concerns can be addressed by the various working groups that are finalizing the details of the proposed reforms.

Funding is still the huge hole in this legislation – it will take several billion dollars of additional funding to make HB2261 meaningful. And instead of increasing the education budget this year, the legislature had to cut $1.5 billion from school funding, part of the brutal $9 billion in cuts necessitated by the recession. 

We encourage you to call your legislators and tell them you are concerned about the effect of the recent budget cuts, and the prospects for funding HB2261’s expanded definition of Basic Education. (Among other things, the bill would ensure that our state’s high school graduates have enough credits to qualify for community college – currently less than half of them do.) Voices in favor of education funding are often drowned out – last year a proposal for a modest tax on income over $250,000 to fund schools died in committee after 5,000 anti-tax protesters rallied on the capitol steps. If we want our legislators to lead the charge on this issue, we have to show them we are not in the minority!

To get involved in Orca’s Legislative Committee, contact Mikala Woodward at jojoma3@aol.com or 501-6904. 
NO ON I-1033 PHONE BANK





When: Thursday, 10/22, 6 – 8:30 pm





Where: League of Education Offices


2734 Westlake Ave., North, Seattle, 98109





Who: Anybody who can make it – 


YOU please!





Please bring a cell phone; 


we have limited land lines.


This event sponsored by Seattle Council PTSA 


RSVP to Heidi@bennettdirect.net





Southeast Seattle Community


Event on K-12 Education


Implementing & Funding HB2261 Education Reform





Wednesday, 10/28, 6:30 – 8:30 pm


Van Asselt Elementary Library


8311 Beacon Ave. South, Seattle 98118





Speakers: Senator Rosemary McAuliffe and Senator Eric Oemig of the 


K-12 Ed Finance Committee and the 


Quality Education Council














