Information for the Orca Web Site
Matt Carter 4th/5th Grade – Room 207

The Wild Wolves

· 4th/5th Grade Camp – All of the Orca 4th and 5th grade classes will be going to Camp Colman this year. The dates are May 11 – 13 (Monday through Wednesday). Highlights of the camp include a beautiful location on Puget Sound south of Tacoma, tree-house style cabins with fireplaces and sun-decks, a giant rope swing, a climbing wall, high and low “ropes” courses, environmental and outdoor education classes led by qualified instructors, as well as lots of opportunities for the traditional parent-led elective classes. Also, they can fit all four of our classes and the legion of families we bring with us.
· Upcoming Field Trips  - Exploration of Local Watersheds:
     Thornton Creek Watershed, Tuesday, March 24th

     Cedar River Watershed, Thursday, March 26th (we need 3 chaperones      

     for this trip).

· The Global Reading Challenge – The Wild Wolves made a great showing at the Global Reading Challenge! Our team earned 95 points by answering questions about the 10 different books, but of course reading and enjoying the books was the most important thing! Thanks Conrad, Isla, Elizabeth, Jace, Wallis and Jesse for representing the Wild Wolves. We Love Reading!
· Garden News: Check out our Orca Garden Web Site (if you haven’t already) featuring the 4/5 students planting over 500 native plants along a denuded section of the Green River. Orcagarden.wordpress.com 

     We are currently working with our awesome Orca Garden 

     Coordinator, Anthony, on making our own native / invasive plant 

     species identification books. Students are writing and illustrating a 

     field guide for identifying both native and invasive species. We are

     focusing our work on the Seward Park Community, which reflects

     the larger ecosystem of the Puget Sound Area.

· Classroom Needs – The Wild Wolves are desperately in need of some updated globes and wall maps. It’s almost impossible to study geography without them, but my one globe has the Soviet Union on it, as does the decrepit, crumbling wall map I have that won’t even roll up. These are costly items, but if you see something at a yard or estate sale, or know of other connections, or can just kick down the money, please think of us! We also need some brooms, dustpans and cleaning rags. The Wild Wolves are going to start taking care of their own den, as others in our school community seem to have a hard time keeping our classrooms clean (even though they are paid to do it...)  Also, we still need parents to help out in reading class daily from 12:45 to 1:45 (except Wednesdays & Thursdays). We only have one volunteer so far (thanks Teresa!).
· Community Support! The Wild Wolves have already started to generously donate money to support my wife in Climbing the Columbia Tower for the Leukemia / Lymphoma Society. (They are climbing the stairs inside the building, not scaling the exterior!) The non-profit my wife works for (Northwest Immigrant Rights Project) has a team and is collecting donations. I mentioned this to the class, and before I knew it the students had donated almost $10, just with change and dollars from their pockets. This kind of generosity and giving spirit are one of my favorite things about working at Orca with your child. Thanks, and keep the donations coming!

· Spanish: We will be starting a Spanish Class in room 207 very soon. Instruction will be from 2:00 to 3:00 one day a week. We will focus on balancing conversation, reading and writing skills.

· Classroom Literature: Our current literature selection is Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan. It follows the fortunes of a your girl growing up in a wealthy family in Mexico. After a great tragedy occurs, she finds herself living in a migrant farm-worker camp in California. The book addresses issues of class, race and immigration, as well as being an amazing story of hardship and triumph. Be sure to ask your child about the events and characters in the book!

· Micro-Society Market Day! Room 207 Micro-Society will be holding its first Market Day on Thursday, March 12th from 1:45 to 3:00. Students will have the opportunity to buy, sell, barter and trade goods and services with each other. Some students want to make even more money, while others want to spend their hard earned cash. Most students have over $1,000 dollars in their class accounts (unless they get a lot of tickets....) Options for Market Day are endless. We've had "yard sale" type stores, language lessons, lotteries, cake walks, auctions, quiz shows and food booths. The sky is the limit, it you think others will buy....sell it! Any adult attending Market Day will receive a stimulus package of $300 to spend and support the class economy.
          -Matt
