Micro-Society in Room 207

As I am sure most of you are aware, the Wild Wolves of Room 207 have been taking part in a classroom government and society simulation, fondly known as Micro-Society. 
Before we started, many decisions were made by the students with regard to the type of classroom government we wanted to have. The class debated the pros and cons of a Representative Democracy, a Pure Democracy, a Tribal Council and a Monarchy. This decision was made under the rules of a Tribal Council (lots of debate, and full consensus required on all decision making). This helped us reach consensus on the type of government we would have all year, and gave students an idea of the time required to reach 100% consensus for classroom decision making! After the final debate between Monarchy and Representative Democracy, the class chose Representative Democracy as the model for our class government this year. 
This led to the election of our Legislative Branch (the four member Room Congress) and our Executive Branch (President and Vice-President). The Class Congress is responsible for creating Bills to help make our class run smoothly, fairly and efficiently. The President then signs the Bill into Law, or vetoes it. The Congress can override a veto with a 75% vote. The Vice-President supervised the class Peace-Officers, who are charged with writing tickets whenever a class member breaks a law. All classroom laws and fines have come from the students! I sometimes share with the Congress something that is causing a problem (just like any other member of the class can do) and they sometimes will find a legislative fix to the problem. I act as the Supreme Court, overriding laws that are “unconstitutional” (i.e. no homework, free-time all Friday, etc.)
The class then came up with a list of jobs that was debated and pared down, so that each member of the class has one job. The next decision was whether to have a Capitalist System (where different jobs earned different levels of pay) or a Socialist System (where each member of our Society earns the same amount for their work). The class overwhelmingly chose a Socialist Economy, and a base rate of pay of $500 per week was established. Rent was set at $200 per week, and taxes at $100 per week. Students each have a checkbook, and are responsible for keeping their balance straight. Four classroom bankers offer a range of banking options in Room 207. 
Once the elections were over, and the list of jobs finalized, each student was asked to write a paragraph about their top three job choices, and why they would be good at that job. Each student who wrote three paragraphs got one of their top three choices. 

Two or three times a year we hold a class “Market Day”, where for a one hour period students choose to bring goods or services to sell, trade, buy or swap. These days create a radical redistribution of wealth, as some students see this as a chance to make more money, while others see it as a chance to spend their hard earned cash. Either way, the Market Day energy is great. Our first one will be after Mid-Winter Break. If you can make it, it is a sight to see!

There are many reasons I chose to run a Micro-Society in our classroom. First and most importantly, it puts the students in charge of the day to day operations of the class. They are empowered to create and change laws, impose class-wide consequences, and plan events. Any “problem” that comes up in class usually has a student-centered legislative fix. We often talk about “Democratic Classrooms”, but for me this helps make the talk a reality. Secondly, by working though these procedures in our classroom, we gain a better understanding of how governments work in the larger world (Macro-Society as we call it). It is amazing how many great classroom discussions about law and society stem from something we are experiencing in Micro-Society. The third reason I like to do it is that it’s really fun! Over the years many former students have told me that the most memorable parts of being in my class are the outdoor experiences (especially camping) and Micro-Society. I hope this information gives you some context for this classroom simulation. Please ask your child about it and their experiences.
Matt Carter

4th/5th Grade Teacher

Orca K-8

